By Sue Griskonis

ithout sunshine and temper-
ale conmslency, Western New
Yorkers are feeling a bil fenced

and confused. Somewhere between spring
anid winter, with Buifalo EraYs andd whites
draping the sky. the Pearl Street Gl and
Brewery offered a select group of local
brewers, tasters and beer lovers a brick cove
laced in white holiday lights, beneath the
furst flosor, The chosen few gathered just
beyond Bill Metrger's brew basket--a max
of assorted seasonal selects; labels con-
cealed, glasses ghstemng and wainng

The Tasters

Loretta ~Snow Chueen in a VW, Lorena
ApPreskiles -;Hﬁl beer like poosl slopes;
sl anal dhaik undeineith a I'||.|II:_|. W hnlg
top, Guinness wnds o @sie oo smoky, so

“ahie leans towards porters, ambers and malts,

an Jack Y li::p Head from the hills,
Jack prefers his beer the way his name
imphies. Long tme brewer, lack’s raiing
system is essentially the numbser of glasses of
the respective brew he would actually drink,

Magistrale -~ Magistraie honors good mall
and hop beers alike with the quiet confidence
of & man who's enpoyed years of home brew-
g solace,

Evil ~ Retarmed from Canada, having
dedged charges for possessing an evil Axis,
Evil has a nosc that would make any beer of
winc drinker envious, Hophead by birthright,
Evil enjoys hoppy west coast brews and gen-
erally making people nervous,

Vimny ~ Specializing in a quality selection
of good beer and pizea, Vinny owns a local
pub, keeping his beer cooling in the stream
of commerce. Like Evil, e has a sharp mose,
baan tends 1o be fair 1o both sides of brew,
enjoving all good beer,

D¢’ ~ Retired Drug Lod from the 70's,
De” typically enjoys 6 to 10 Amsiel Lights
after a long day as a DEA advisor. Though
when it’s & microbrew, he'll have a pale ale.

Lumber Jack - Bearded God from the
Nosth, Lumber Jack 100k his scal al the head
of the table, with a stash of @sty brows o
share. From a long line of woodland blue-
grass brewers, he spemds his Sundays at the
Peasl Street bas, meeting new folks and shar-
ing backwoods brews,

The Brews

The Shipyvard Brewing Company, Winrer
Ale. Portlamd Maine, 5.90%

Shipyard, which 15 entering its 10th vear
of production, shipped an astonishing 45,255
barrels (623,514 cases) in 2003,

“Mot a bad balance of malt and hops.”
Lumber Jack offered while Evil's nose point-
il Northeast,

“Well made, hangs on well, nod 1o my taste
though,” summanzed Hop Jack.

“Caramel '|-T.|il.'\¢ il JLharp malt i the mose
but it dies on the ongue,” mled Vinny,

Lorcita and D’ found a clean, glycenn-
free finish,

Odell Brewing Company, % Shilling
Colorado Ale, Fon Collins, Colorado, 5,35

“Same as the other.” Evil said as he deteet-
el Norheast in the nose

“Wice in the nose. but docsn’t produce.”
agreed Vinny, De” and Lumber lack. Hop
Jack amad Magistrate found a bready malt and
empty finish,

“Saranzc Winter,” Vinny predicted as
Loretta disagreed, noting Saranac Winter's
more pronounced Mavor. Inerestingly, the
name of this beer comes from the radi-
tonal Scoatish method of naming beers for
the amount of government tax paid. Taxes
due were based on a beer’s onginal gravity,
which is an indicator of potential alcohol
content. A light ale was taxed at a rate of 60
Schillings, while premium ales were taxed at
90 Schillings.

Lagunitas Brewing Company, X5 Ale,
Petaluma, California,

Lagunitas Brewing Company’s website
ftotes the message, “capable of making great
beer oul of goat’s milk, brambles, and asphali
on the surface of the Moeon, if need be,”

“Smalls bener than it 1astes,” Magistrate
and Lumber Jack frowned, and Hop Jack
sdided, “mally sweel i the ke, some oxida-
thon; meol more than one,”™

“Bmells like olives,” Lonetta said, “likes to
hang out in the back of the mouth.” Vinny
appreciated the stronger finich, while Evil
shook his head in disappointment, not getting
a lot out of it

Oiter Creck Brewing Company, Wolavers
Oarmeal Stowt (Cenified Organic),
Middlebury, Venmont

“Ah, Now that's a good beer,” Magistrate
announced.

Laorena, De” and Lumber Jack picked up
coffee in the nose and a smoky hickory fin-
ish.
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“West Coast,” Evil'"s nose predicted as Hop

Jack narrowed the scope 1o Alaska Smoked
Porter
“Heavy though not as strong as German
beers,”™ Winny offensd
Yep, i's a
bread dipper,” Evil
s

Primator, [
Hock Reer Croch
K¢ |1uh!|\'_ 1(37%

Laoreia picked
up licorice ool and maolasses in the nose
“It's like @ 9 volt on vour tongoe. What | call
a 'kiny cockal,

Hogs Jack fimished gagging and set his
glass down

“Definitely made with sugar cane and not
lor the diabetics among us,” Evil said

"My kids would love B,” Vinny chuckled
as Lumber Jack aml D¢ puessed Belgivm,
|.I|',:_'|-.|I'|l.1 and riblon candvy,

Magistrate suggested this beer be cooked
dowm and ied G a ham '__'|-.|.-'\'

Sierra Nevada, Hig Foor Barfey Wine Stvle
Ale, Chico, Califomia 9.6%

“Hop, hop. hop,” Loretta chimed s she sel
her glass dowmn, 1"m boo girly for this one.™

Hop Jack pored another glass and simply
sadel, “wery mice,”

Magistrate recommendesd drinking this
beer slowly, 1o enjoy the muscle in it, “West
Coast Crusher.”

Vinny found the nose sharp, like a stone
barley wine. and guessed “(¥d Guardian,”

“Alcohol’s

oo evident,” De® offensd

“Ah. Now that's a
good beer,” Majisirare

announced.

Mad River Brewing Company, Jokn
Hartevioern Organic X¥E Harvest, Blue
Lake, Califormia

“Tose pam i the mose,” 1-.'|||||:. announced
Mo," sud
Lowerta, “'per.”

This 15 cine
wou have alter an how
ol ‘-|1--\|.'||n{' B
Jack sand while Dv”

found baby aspirim

Hop

aml .||,'F'!|_'~ o the
longue
Lumbser Jack found oxidation in the [HELTEN
though disagreeing with Evil's harley wine
prediction. “Tow bag o be a barbey,”
Yeah,” agreed Magiurare
funk cheese.”
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Hops and Hop Products of
World-Renowned Quality

655 Madison Ave.
New York, NY 10021
Phone: 212-838-8800
Fax: 212-593-4238
E-mail: sales@hopsteiner.com
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